
 

 



 

 



 

 

Wednesday, March 6, 2019 
Submitted by:  Carrie Biermann, Director of Children and Family Ministries 

Scripture:  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 (NIV) 

 

 

Today’s Devotion:   ‘Where is their God?’” 

The times in which we currently live have many looking at Christians, and say-

ing, “Where is their God?” Lent is a time when we take this question seri-

ously.  “Where is our God?” 

 

When we first meet Jesus, our God, he’s not on the thrones of the nations. He’s 

not heading up major global corporations or political parties. He’s not in a posi-

tion of military, economic, or social power.  In fact, the Son of God’s first home 

was in a feedbox, and he grew up and lived working class life of no status, no 

riches, and no influence. It’s almost the ultimate rags to riches story. Or it 

would be, except that Christ doesn’t intend to assume those positions of power 

– but to transcend them.   

 

And how does he do it?  By enacting the most abject action of humility and sac-

rifice, and calling us to follow. 

 

Where is our God? 

 

Our God is with the suffering. Our God is with the poor. Our God is with the 

marginalized, downtrodden, and oppressed. Our God is with any soul that seeks 

him. Or God is in the gutters, the shacks, and the streets. Our God is in the wild 

wilderness, chasing after the lost. And Lent is when he calls us to follow. 

 

Our lives of discipleship, of following Jesus, should CHANGE things – change 

US – and challenge us to walk the path of Jesus. 

 

Because in the words of Amena Brown: 

 

This Jesus is not just a baby 

he is the radical revolutionary who came to do the saving 

spoke uncomfortable truths to the narrow minded religious 

who turned over tables for justice, 

who used his voice to speak for children, orphans, widows, 



 

 

who became freedom for the oppressed, yes, he wanted us to know peace 

so badly, that he sacrificed himself so we could realize 

we are not us versus them, 

WE ARE US, WITH HIM 

us, who want to walk, and love, and serve like him 

fight against injustice and poverty with him 

let's listen to those who are hurting, mourn with those who are weeping 

let’s do what we hear the angels singing 

for love, for peace, for goodwill, for all humanity… 

may Jesus teach a weary world, and our weary souls 

to fight for justice, and someday, live in peace 

 

This Lenten season, let us consider the changes God may be calling us to make 

as we more closely follow in the footsteps of Jesus. Prayer:  Lord, during this 

Lenten season, may my heart be broken by the same things that break yours. 

May my heart be filled with joy by the same things that fill yours. And may my 

whole self walk a path of discipleship with you. 

 
Prayer:  Lord, during this Lenten season, may my heart be broken by the same 

things that break yours. May my heart be filled with joy by the same things that 

fill yours. And may my whole self walk a path of discipleship with you.   

 

Personal Reflection: 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Thursday, March 7, 2019 
Submitted by: Kate Meehan, Deacon 

Scripture: Exodus 5:10-23 

 

Today’s Devotion:  In recent times, two friends have shared with me the diffi-

culties they are having with demanding superiors.  These bosses are placing un-

reasonable and seemingly insurmountable demands that place my friends’ jobs  



 

 

in danger.  They are being “set up to fail”, as one put it. It is a hopeless and 

frustrating experience that causes a lot of stress that is almost too much to 

bear.  The Pharaoh of Exodus 5 was a cruel, oppressive and unreasonable ruler. 

In this reading, we see Pharaoh wig out after Moses and Aaron make a request 

that the slaves be allowed time off to worship God.  We see a snippet of the ag-

ony the Hebrew slaves endured under his rule. Rather than grant the request,  

Pharaoh calls them lazy, and decides to punish the slaves by taking away the 

straw that was vitally important to the brick-making the slaves were tasked 

with.  Even though he has made their task nearly impossible, Pharaoh does not 

lift the demand for output - the slaves are still expected to produce despite his 

arbitrary and punitive decision. Ultimately, the torment causes the Hebrews to 

cry out to the Lord, and He hears their cries.  God elaborately and intricately 

provides for their rescue from the Egyptians.. God guides Moses and Aaron to 

confront Pharaoh, to usher in the 10 plagues against the Egyptians, to conduct 

the preparation for the Passover, and ultimately to lead the Hebrews out of 

Egypt laden with gold and jewels.  God rescued his oppressed people when 

they cried out to him. From this well known history, we know that we also can 

seek help from God in whatever crisis or bad situation we find ourselves in. We 

can cry out of Him and He will hear us. And best of all, we learn that He will 

respond. Don’t be afraid to honestly share with the Lord the problems you are 

facing today.  He cares. 

 

Prayer:  Lord, I am grateful that you are a good king. That rather than demand 

or threaten, you love me.  Rather than destroy or torment me, you sustain me, 

you send your angels to care for me, and you abide with me.  Thank you for 

your steadfast love, that you care about what is troubling me, and you are with 

me in stressful situations.  Help me to dwell in your shelter. Amen. 

 

 
Personal Reflection: 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Friday, March 8, 2019 
Submitted by: Betsy Podrebarac 

Scripture: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 

 

Today’s Devotion: Security is a big issue these days. Ring Doorbells, sophisti-

cated locks for our homes, passwords and encryptions on all our “devices”.  We do 

anything and everything to feel more “secure”. There is evil out there, ready to 

take everything we hold dear. We need to lock it down to feel safe. We need pep-

per spray and martial arts classes to scare away the bad guys. 

 

Psalm 91 is telling us the one – and only – place where we cannot be harmed, 

where we need not fear disaster, where we will always find refuge and peace is 

with God.  If we love Him, we will be rescued. If we acknowledge Him we will be 

protected. 

 

We continue to put our faith and hope more into man-made promises and things 

rather than the promises of the One who has been with us through the ages and 

will continue to be with us. Sure, we need to be careful with our “stuff”, but isn’t 

our salvation more important? All He asks is all of us, and we will be secure for 

eternity. 

 

Prayer:  Our Heavenly Father,  Help us understand that You are our true refuge 

and that You will always be guiding our steps that we may not fall. We do not 

need to rely on the promises of man, but rather love and acknowledge Your name 

to be secure in our salvation.  Amen 

 
Personal Reflection: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

 

Saturday, March 9, 2019 
Submitted by: Rev. Jonathan Fettig 

Scripture: Psalm 91 

 

Today’s Devotion: The book of Psalms is Israel's prayer book and hymnal. 

Psalm 91 is a hymn of praise and comfort. Three times in 16 verses God is refer-

enced as a refuge. It is easy to imagine this being read or sung in the synagogue in 

Nazareth when Jesus was a child. 

 

This is also the Psalm that Satan used to tempt Jesus in the wilderness. As is al-

ways the case, evil is not self-existent; it is a perversion of something good and 

true. All persuasive lies begin by twisting the truth. A message of comfort and 

refuge, protection and trust is misquoted as an opportunity to test God's care by 

throwing himself down from the temple. 

 

Jesus is able to refute the twisted text not only because he knows Psalm 91, but 

more importantly because he knows the character of his Father in Heaven. 

 

Prayer:  Lord God, please open my eyes to see you as you really are. Reveal Je-

sus more fully to me today and throughout this Lenten season. 
 

 

Personal Reflection: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Sunday, March 10, 2019 
Scripture Readings: 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13 

 
Personal Reflections on Today's Sermon or Readings: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Monday, March 11, 2019 
Submitted By: Renee Erickson, Deacon 

Scripture: 1 John 2:1-6 

 

Today’s Devotion: Lent is a time to consider the necessity and enormity of Jesus’ 

death and resurrection on our behalf and our appropriate response. 

 

In The Cost of Discipleship,  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German theologian impris-

oned during the Nazi regime, cautioned against what he called, “cheap grace” – 

“grace without discipleship, forgiveness without repentance, grace without the 

cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.”   Costly grace, on the 

other hand, involves discipleship, maturing in the Lord, a surrendered life. 

 

In I John 2:1-6, John reflects, “I am writing this to you that you may not sin, but if 

anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, 

and He is the expiation (atonement) for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for 

the sins of the whole world.”  Doesn’t that sound like Grace? But then he contin-

ues “ And by this we may be sure that we know him, if we keep his command-

ments. If we say “We know Christ,” but disobey his commandments we are liars, 

but whoever keeps His word, in Him truly love for God is perfected. Whoever 

says He abides in Christ ought to walk in the same way Christ walked.”  That 

sounds like Discipleship. 

 

But how does it happen?  When we studied Simply Jesus last fall, we were chal-

lenged by the idea that the kingdom of God is here.  Jesus inaugurated it when He 

came and He continued it through the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. By 

His Spirit and with our willingness, He makes us able to walk as Christ walked, 

kingdom people in the here and now.   

 

A few months ago I was stuck in a very selfish place, and I lamented to the Lord, 

“How can I be so selfish?”  He replied, “Because you have not yet been perfected  



 

 

in love – and that’s My job.” That was good news to me -- no guilt involved, just 

the wonderful promise that the Holy Spirit would keep working on me until my 

heart matched His. 

 

Prayer:  Lord, “mold me and make after Thy will, while I am waiting, yielded and 

still.” Have Thine Own Way, Lord - Adelaide A. Pollard  

 

Personal Reflection: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday, March 12, 2019 
Submitted By: Kate Cotton, Elder 

Scripture: 2 Peter 2:4-21 

 

Today’s Devotion: This passage is a warning to Christians and false spiritual 

teachers. Is it relevant to us as Christians in the 21st century? 

 

We live at a time where a click of a button, a move of a finger or a voice command 

to a machine can instantly connect us to information, ideas, people, etc. from 

around the globe and even to outer space! Everyday we are bombarded with so 

much new and exciting information that we can sometimes feel so overwhelmed 

by it all that it can cause us to pause and ask as Pilate did, "What is truth?" (John 

18:38) 

 

Peter admonishes those who are teaching falsehoods within the church of their ul-

timate judgement and the punishment awaiting them. He also reminds how God 

rescues the righteous that hold firm to the Truth they have heard and believed. We 

also need to be reminded of the Truth as taught in scripture. Samuel Johnson, an 

eighteenth century author, is quoted as saying, "We need to be reminded more of-

ten than we need to be 

informed." 

 

Today, more than ever, we as Christians must weigh what we hear or what is  



 

 

being taught against the knowledge that is found in scripture and illuminated by 

the Holy Spirit; and choose one and reject the other. 

 

Unless we familiarize ourselves with the Truth of the gospel we open ourselves to 

being susceptible to falsehoods that may have serious consequences in both our 

own spiritual life and the lives of our brothers and sister in Christ. Learning, re-

membering, and practicing the Word of God should be on our to-do-list everyday. 

 

Prayer:  Jesus, you came to teach us you are the way, the Truth, and the life. 

Thanks be to you now and forever. In your holy name. Amen. 

 

Personal Reflection: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Wednesday, March 13, 2019 

Submitted By: Joe Hare, Elder 

Scripture: Luke 21:34 - 22:6 

 

Today’s Devotion: Jesus repeatedly warned his disciples during the latter part of 

his ministry to stay alert and be ready for his return.  But what does being ready 

mean? Does it mean knowing the exact time of his return—the day or the hour? 

No, we can't know that.  It is only known to the Father in Heaven. So what does it 

mean? It means to live with faithful vigilance, expectation, and hope for Jesus' re-

turn. He stands near and can return at any time. 

 

When we have responsibilities to meet, supervision is vital. A good supervisor 

helps to keep us on track. God is the ultimate supervisor who wants what is best 

for us. Let us stay awake to welcome Him when He comes. 

 

Prayer can be difficult sometimes. Remember that the strength we need to pray 

comes from God alone. We just need to hang in there! During this time of Lent, 

we wait and watch and pray.   

 

Prayer:  Holy and righteous Father, Eternal God and Creator of the universe,  



 

 

work in me your righteous will to make me ready for your Son's glorious re-

turn.  In Jesus' name I pray. Amen. 

 

Personal Reflection: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Thursday, March 14, 2019 
Submitted By: Tom Palmer, Elder 

Scripture: Psalm 27 

 

Today’s Devotion: Our lives take so many unexpected twists and turns. I like to 

say that ‘change is constant, but the velocity (of change) is increasing’. Our minds 

and hearts can get cluttered with lots of the noise of our daily lives. Often, we 

bring it upon ourselves, I know I do. For instance, when we set expectations that 

set us up for disappointment, the enemy is at work. Unexpected loss or illness can 

fill us with fear and anger which can lead us away from Him. These are the times 

when His Strength and Love are most powerful. Read the gift from Our Lord 

which is Psalm 27. Salvation, refuge, shelter is all a part of this beautiful prayer. It 

reminds us of the single most important thing; Our Lord loves us and is always 

there for us. All we must do is open our hearts to receive Him. Just like any daily 

exercise, it is important to spend time daily in quiet reflection. Even if just for a 

few moments. Quiet reflection of our Lord and how He loves us so completely.   

 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, we thank you for everything that you have given to us, 

most importantly, Your infinite Love for us. You are our protector, our rock, and  



 

 

our salvation. Let us rejoice in celebration and praise of the You for all of these 

gifts. Let us also always remember to shield ourselves with you as we face the 

challenges and trials of life. Lord give us the strength to always honor you 

through the actions and deeds of the life you have given us. 

 

Personal Reflection: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Friday, March 15, 2019 
Submitted By: Stephen Menaldino, Prayer Partner 

Scripture: Philippians 3:17-20 

 

Today’s Devotion: How could a once born again Christian be called an enemy of 

the cross?  What happened? Perhaps one of the causes is that they shifted their 

“location.”  Think of the adage: “location, location, location”. Where is our loca-

tion? Are we too close to the world?  Many of the hymns and scriptures admonish 

us to draw near to God. Consider these examples: “Nearer My God to Thee”, 

“Near the Cross”, “When God is Near”, “Draw Me Nearer, Nearer Blessed Lord.” 

 

There are several verses that encourage us to stay near to God.  James J:8 - “Draw 

near to God and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands you sinners: and 

purify your hearts, you double minded.”  Psalm 73:28 - “But as for me, the near-

ness of God is my good…” Hebrews 10:22 - “Let us draw near with a sincere 

heart…” Are we sailing too close to the world? 

 

Prayer: Dear God, help us to resist the winds of the world that would chart our 

course far from you.  Help us to keep our eyes fixed on the North star “Jesus 

Christ.” Keep our sails trimmed to draw us ever closer to you. 

 

Personal Reflection: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Saturday, March 16, 2019 
Submitted By: Sue Hare, Deacon 

Scripture: Psalm 27 

 

Today’s Devotion: Like many psalms, King David wrote this from a season of 

trouble. Despite that, it is a song of confidence and triumph because David was not 

in darkness because the Lord was his light and salvation. David was a skilled, ex-

perienced warrior and must have been a man of impressive physical strength. Nev-

ertheless, he looked to the LORD as the strength of his life. 

 

David used poetic repetition to make his point and bring together parallel ideas. 

Because God was his light, salvation, and strength there was really no reason to 

fear or be afraid. David remembered how God had proven Himself reliable. There 

were times when the wicked or even an army came against him, yet God still 

showed that He was David’s light, salvation, and strength. 

 

The tone of the song suddenly changes from celebration to contemplation. The ex-

perience of the goodness and greatness of God made David think about how won-

derful it is to seek Him and experience His presence. David wished he could live 

in the tabernacle, surrounded every day by the presence and beauty of God. David 

knew there was beauty in the nature and presence of God, beauty that could be 

perceived by the seeking eye of faith. He could think of no greater occupation than 

to fill his mind and heart with the goodness and greatness of God. 

 

In God’s presence, David wished to go from contemplation to inquiry. He wanted 

to know more of God and His ways. David knew that there was special blessing 

and protection for the one who sought God earnestly. It wasn’t a promise to pre-

vent all trouble, but to give security and blessing even in the midst of it. David be-

lieved that a life spent seeking God would know a measure of safety and security, 

even in the presence of enemies all around. 

 

David’s life was filled with celebration and gratitude for all God had done. He 

would sing praises to the Lord who blessed him with His presence and rescued 

him so often. The celebration of the first half of the Psalm might make one think 

that it was easy for David. One might think that when trouble came there was no 

struggle, either with self or God. Yet David showed us that even he – the one who 

sought God with such passion – sometimes felt that God did not hear him immedi-

ately. 

 

God invited David to seek Him; yet there was a sense in which David felt that God 

was hiding from him. David didn’t become angry with God or turn against Him; in  



 

 

his disappointment he sought God all the more diligently. David used God’s past 

help as a reason to ask and expect future help. 

  

David knew that the love and care of God could go beyond even the closest human 

bonds. 

 

This was a simple prayer for a life of true discipleship. David didn’t want to live 

his way, but the Lord‘s way. David didn’t ask for an easy path, but instead a level 

or even place, a place of secure standing. David’s seeking after God, and his 

knowledge of the Lord, led him to this triumphant statement. He would have given 

up, but he knew that the good God would find a way to show His goodness in this 

life. 

 

King David spoke to you and me. From the reservoir of his experience he can en-

courage us to seek after God and to take courage in Him. This promise is for us. 

Across the centuries David spoke to us, telling us to be confident that there is 

strength in the LORD for those who seek Him and trust Him. The idea behind wait 

on the Lord is not a passive sitting around until the Lord does something. God 

gives us strength; but we don’t expect it to come as if He were pouring it into us as 

we sit passively. He brings it to us as we seek Him, and rely on Him, instead of 

our own strength. 

 

Prayer:  God, you are a great God. Help me to trust in you and seek you daily. 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Sunday, March 17, 2019 
Scripture Readings: 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17 - 4:1; 

Luke 13:31-35 or Luke 9:28-46 

 
Personal Reflections on Today's Sermon or Readings: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Monday, March 18, 2019 
Submitted By: Jacob Bancroft, Former Director of Youth Ministries 

Scripture: Psalm 105:1-42; Exodus 33:1-6; Romans 4:1-12 

 

Today’s Devotion: God's Unchanging Love Throughout History 

 

One of my favorite passages of Scripture is Romans 4. I memorized the whole 

chapter for a Bible class, and it has stayed with me. The chapter has always stood 

out because it is a passage talking about Abraham that is sandwiched in between a 

long exposition about how faith fits into the work of Jesus Christ. Often when we 

think of Christ and his life, death, and resurrection we are drawn to how He 

brought about a new covenant. That is true, but this passage in Romans reminds 

us that God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Christ might have brought 

about a dramatic shift in the way we can connect with God, but God has been at 

work for thousands of years to bring people into relationship with Himself. 

 

In the chapter Paul goes to great lengths  to describe how Abraham was a right-

eous man before he was ever circumcised. Circumcision was an outward sign of 

the covenant/relationship between God and His people. It is important to note that 

Abraham was righteous before circumcision. It is so significant because it estab-

lishes that God cares more about what is in the heart then what is done on the out-

side. This truth might sound simple, but for thousands of years the Israelites got it 

wrong. They followed the letter of the law with their actions, but their hearts were 

hard, and they did not have faith. Paul is pointing out that people had it back-

wards and didn’t really understand that having faith is a heart thing. He is also 

pointing towards a deeper truth about God by pointing thousands of years back to 

Abraham. 



 

 

God has always cared about our heart. That is the wonderful and amazing truth. 

God knows that we can never actually do enough to earn His love or the state of 

righteous. God looked at Abraham’s heart, his faith, and “credited it to him as 

righteousness.” The love and grace which reached a climax on the cross was not 

something out of character for God. The Old Testament God is the God of the 

New Testament, and Paul is emphasizing it so that all people stop trying to earn 

their righteousness. God’s love has been at work throughout all of history. We see 

it with Abraham, throughout the Old Testament, and in Jesus Christ. We have a 

loving God who has always loved us and more then anything wants us to love 

Him in return, to have faith in His everlasting love. Today we have the privilege 

to live after the work of Jesus Christ and to have the new covenant. However, we 

should always remember the story of Abraham and how it reveals to us God’s 

unchanging love throughout history. 

 

Prayer: Holy God, we celebrate your great magnanimity and constancy.  You 

loved us first and best. Thank you for that love and generosity, and help us to 

never forget or take for granted your amazing love.  Amen. 

 
Personal Reflections: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Tuesday, March 19, 2019 
Submitted By: Bruce Saybolt, Elder 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

 

Today's Devotion: I’ve long been a fan of PAUL’s, his wisdom, his bluntness, 

his steadfastness, his devotion, his love for Jesus.  At times, I argue with him but 

always eventually, get it! From relationships to parenting to daily living, my Bi-

ble opens to his words of wisdom automatically. 

 

Our passage today tells of Paul’s handling of negative criticism and how he han-

dled it.  The false apostles were critical of Paul’s not following the tradition of 

accepting “wages” for his preaching.  The false apostles claimed this showed a  



 

 

bad conscience on Paul’s part. But did Paul imagine this in order to contrast the 

false apostles’ and his view on financial support?  Previously, he had accepted 

financial support but with the Macedonian’s gift he could “devote himself en-

tirely to preaching.” We all have “false apostles” judging us and our motives; we 

show Christ in us by how we deal with them. 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, be with us as we forge the road ahead with “false prof-

its” granting us the grace to meet the challenge of their criticism.  Let our words 

and actions reflect you. May we always “take the high road”. This we ask in Je-

sus’ name. AMEN. 

 
Personal Reflections: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Wednesday, March 20, 2019 
Submitted By: Peg Cunningham, Stephen Leader 

Scripture: Psalm 105 

 

Today's Devotion: God's Faithfulness to Israel 

Often in the bustle of life we find ourselves wondering how to prioritize.  Fitting 

together jobs, family responsibilities, activities, and a few minutes for ourselves 

is like a jigsaw puzzle with a few pieces missing.  Sometimes we get anxious or 

exasperated because we can't see how it all fits together. 

  

Psalm 105 reminds us of the many times that God has guided His people through 

rough times and “impossible” places.  The covenants of our loving and caring 

God were given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God committed to those promises 

with no expiration date.  His promise to care for his people is never-ending. If 

we will listen to these grace-filled words and follow, we are brought into rela-

tionship with God and the missing pieces of our lives come into perspective.   

  

The covenants are still in effect. God cares for us – each one of us.  He wants us 

to lean on His love. When we take the time to listen, He is there to remind us 

that His promise to save and protect His people includes us.  When we need help  



 

 

fitting the puzzle pieces together, listen for God's instruction and then do what He 

says. Since we can't know the ways of God, we must learn to rely on the all-

knowable One who keeps us in His loving care. He can be counted on to lead us to 

refuge. 

 

Prayer: Gracious God, You have carried us out of the holes in our lives and given 

us the power to become Your disciples.  Help us to listen for Your word and to 

follow Your way. Help us to make Your deeds known among the peoples. Amen. 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Thursday, March 21, 2019 
Submitted By: Brian J. McLaughlin, Deacon 

Scripture: Daniel 3:19-30 

 

Today's Devotion: In this text from Daniel, we see that Nebuchadnezzar had or-

dered the construction of an image of gold, and ordered all who came before it to 

bow down and worship it. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused to worship 

this earthly idol.  This refusal made King Nebuchadnezzar furious. This reminds 

me that when we refuse to fall into the trap of making earthly idols, (money, life-

style, status, etc..) our focus, we risk the wrath and ridicule of the world. 

 

In Daniel 3:19- 30, Nebuchadnezzar ordered Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

thrown into a blazing furnace, and they emerged unharmed.  I thought of how 

brave these people were to put their faith in God first, before all. I was reminded 

when Nebuchadnezzar said “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, un-

bound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”, that when we 

live our lives and walk in the path of faith, especially in the times of our greatest 

trials, we do not walk alone. God is with us. 

 

Prayer: Dearest Lord, I pray today that your opinion of me would be more impor-

tant to me than the opinions of others.  Lord, help me not to be afraid to follow 

your way, rather than the way of the world. Please increase my faith.  Amen. 



 

 

Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Friday, March 22, 2019 
Submitted By: Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante 

Scripture: Revelation 3:1-6 

 

Today's Devotion: The first three chapters of Revelation consists of letters to 

seven churches, written by the Spirit, who speaks through Christ, to St. 

John.  Each letter follows an ultimate pattern: affirmation and correction. Two of 

the five churches receive no correction (Smyrna & Philadelphia), and two of the 

five churches receive no affirmation (Laodicea & Sardis).  Both Laodicea and Sar-

dis suffer from the same shortcomings: apathy and a false sense of security. 

 

The letter to Sardis in particular is a powerful message, v1: ‘You have a name of 

being alive but you are dead…if you don’t wake up I will come like a thief.’  This 

harsh tone is set in the context of wanting the best for the congregation. In verse 

19, the Spirit writes to Laodicea ‘ I reprove and discipline those whom I love.  Be 

earnest, therefore, and repent.’ We desperately need people and churches to reflect 

to us the reality of our lives. We certainly need gracious accountability in shared, 

safe spaces to be sure that we are staying within spiritual guardrails.  Don’t we 

want someone to tell us when we have a piece of lettuce stuck in our teeth? Don’t 

we desperately need someone to come alongside us when we’re mired in sin—

especially when we don’t even realize it? “Wake up!” says the angel of the church 

in Sardis.   

 

A fascinating exercise would be to write such a letter to the ‘angel’ of our congre-

gation.  Questions to guide the content could be ‘What do you hear God saying in 

affirmation, correction, and promise to your community? What do you hear God 

saying in affirmation, correction, and promise to you?’ 

 

Prayer: Living Jesus, I invite you into all the corners and hidden spaces of my 

life.  Reveal to me where you are at work, and lead me to a deep and true repen-

tance. 



 

 

Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Saturday, March 23, 2019 
Submitted By: Kate Meehan, Spiritual Formation Committee 

Scripture: Luke 6:43-45 

 

Today's Devotion: This teaching from Jesus seems pretty straightforward - good 

people do good things, and evil people do evil things and you can tell them apart 

by what they produce.  The Message phrases it slightly differently: “It’s who you 

are, not what you say and do, that counts. Your true being brims over into true 

words and deeds.” Jesus uses the image of a tree and its expected fruit to illustrate 

this point.  But a necessary extension of the analogy - that Jesus talks about else-

where, is a recognition of what the tree is rooted in. We aren’t “good trees” on our 

own. We need to abide in Him as the source of the goodness. We are permitted to 

tap into the goodness of God because of the work/love/sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  In 

this season of Lent and Springtime, when the sap starts to flow again, dig your 

roots into the source of life: Jesus, by reading your Bible, joining a small group, 

attending Alpha (which just started), coming to Wednesday night programs, talk-

ing to Him in prayer and attending church on a regular basis. We need this level of 

daily interaction with God to constantly feed and nourish ourselves to grow into 

strong and good trees that bear good fruit. 

 

Prayer: Dear Father, help me to understand and see my need for You and my de-

pendence upon You, and that those are not bad things.  Living connected to You as 

the source life is a blessing to me and to those who I can bless in my life. Thank 

you for your steadfastness, grace and mercy.  Amen. 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Sunday, March 24, 2019 
Scripture Readings: 

Isaiah 55: 1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9 

 
Personal Reflections on Today's Sermon or Readings: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Monday, March 25, 2019 
Submitted: Cindy McPeak, Deacon 

Scripture: Romans 2:1-11 

 

Today's Devotion: In Romans 2, verse 6, we read “God will give to each person 

according to what he has done.”  Wouldn’t all of our relationships with others go 

much smoother if we took responsibility first for our own actions and did not 

judge or condemn those around us?  What a kinder place we would live in! Rather 

than look within our own hearts, we are tempted to draw conclusions and make 

judgments surrounding our neighbors. Sometimes, we find it easier to point out the 

faults of others; bear in mind this is not our job.  Finding the courage to self-reflect 

is far more difficult than blaming others for what is wrong in our lives. We are en-

couraged to not pass judgment on others but focus on bettering our own hearts. 

 

Prayer: Lord, help me to be aware of my intentions and to focus on bettering 

them. Catch me when I am in judgment of other people; remind me that the job is 

not mine to do. I pray to be more mindful of my impact on others and to be led by 

you, Lord, with kindness and compassion. Amen. 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Tuesday, March 26, 2019 
Submitted By: John Wood 

Scripture: Psalm 39 

 

Today's Devotion: David is ill when Psalm 39 is written. David is so ill, he pon-

ders his death juxtaposed to his life. David finally understands the fleeting and un-

certain nature of life. He describes life is as fleeting as breadth on a cold. Here 

now than vanished. David understands that neither wealth nor power can stop 

deaths ultimate claim over him. Only God can give David respite from the storm 

and certainty of life after human death. 

 

David also believes his illness is directly resulting from his sin. He does not want 

to hear about this from his enemies particularly since he is ill and could die. He 

gently chides God that why David, why him for this punishment when is he is so 

ill. Why pick on David, God. 

 

David’s weariness and illness finally bend him to God’s will. David begs for for-

giveness and release from temptation. Davis wants oneness with God. He knows 

that only God can provide everlasting life and truth. David is both shamed by sin 

but secure in his ultimate victory over sin from God’s mercy and grace. 

 
This Psalm is a reminder that none of us knows when death will be upon us. Death is as-

sured but the time is uncertain. We too suffer from temptation and sin. God may punish us 

as a way of drawing us nearer to Him. We are assured salvation when we accept Christ. 

However, sin is always near. Only God can stand between us and sin. He willingly does so 

to draw us to him. 

 

Prayer: Lord, open my eyes to my sin and transgressions, give me the hope and strength 

to face that my life’s mortality in this world can lead to salvation in Your eternal life. 

Let me recognize that sometimes pain and suffering are You calling me to Your truth and 

light. Keep forever Your servant. 
 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 
Submitted By: Rich Erickson, Elder 

Scripture: Luke 13:18-21 

 

Today's Devotion: The scripture for today is about the Kingdom of God. The 

first parable reminds us that the Kingdom of God is like a tiny seed, but what 

that tiny seed can do! In the case of a mustard seed the plant grows into a tree 

which provides a home, safety and security for the birds. The Kingdom of God 

is like this. Can you imagine? What impact this would be in your life if that 

seed was planted within you and then grew to provide you with safety and secu-

rity and a home with God. The second parable deals with a grain of yeast. What 

does yeast do? Have you ever proofed yeast? What a great experience to see it 

come alive before your eyes! What happens when you put yeast into your flour 

to make bread?  It quickly permeates through the flour and the dough grows 

even when cold, even after being beaten down. The yeast takes over the loaf. 

The Kingdom of God is like this. Can you imagine? What impact this would be 

in your life if that yeast was let loose inside you and permeated all of you. It 

would change everything – your personality, your speech, your behavior, your 

relationships. 

 

So, when does the Kingdom of God begin? Sometimes we say it is already/not 

yet. (Generally, we say that it was, it is, and it is to come.)  God reigns, so in 

some sense we can see that God has been and is always in charge. Jesus pro-

claimed that the Kingdom of God is at hand and His followers were in 

it.  Scripture clearly states that the Kingdom of God is within us. So, today the 

Kingdom is present, and we can recognize it in us and in those around us and 

we can bring it and expand it to those we meet and to those we share the Gospel 

with. The Kingdom will come. The victory is assured, and God will triumph, 

and his kingdom will be established on earth as it is in heaven. 



 

 

In this season of Lent the question comes down to us. What about today, here and 

now?  Do you hear the Son of God proclaim in our time that the Kingdom of God 

is at hand? His assurance is as life-giving and wonderful today as it was on that 

ordinary day in Galilee.  If we can hear Him speak now, we can return to God, turn 

from sin, and embrace the Good News in Christ. We can come under God’s reign, 

enter His Kingdom, if we respond to the voice of the Savior. 

 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, we are so thankful for the gift you have given us.  Let us re-

joice in it and receive it so we can experience the security and power of your King-

dom in our lives. 

 

Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Thursday, March 28, 2019 
Submitted By: Sebastian Carpenter, Director of Contemporary Music & Worship 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4:16- 5:5 

 

Today's Devotion: The Spirit Is The Guarantee 

Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians comes at a time where once “baby” Chris-

tians are now spiritually maturing. As all of us who have walked with God for any 

significant amount of time know, at some point (actually at many points through-

out our lives), we will be challenged, or undergo a season of trials and tribulations. 

After all, God does not promise us an easy path. In fact, Jesus teaches us in John 

16:33 that the world will give us trouble. But, He promises that in Him, we can 

have peace. As we move through this season of Lent, defined by sacrifice, and as 

we move through seasons of trials and endure suffering, God calls us to go deeper, 

and thus know ourselves and Him more fully. When life gets challenging, we can 

turn to harmful methods of coping instead, like mentally checking out, substance 

abuse, or our vices. We might also turn to something we would consider helpful, 

like venting to a friend. But, Scripture teaches us, that sometimes even our closest 

friends lack the wisdom and compassion that only our God can provide in our 

most dire circumstances (see Job chapters 8, 11, and 12). Our most helpful solu-

tion, is to turn to our Maker, the one who knows us better than ourselves. Our  



 

 

afflictions are not permanent; only God’s Kingdom is eternal. Jesus has gone be-

fore us and overcome the world (John 16:33) through His sacrifice and resurrec-

tion, and His acceptance of His Father’s checking out, substance abuse, or our 

vices. We might also turn to something we would consider helpful, like venting to 

a friend. But, Scripture teaches us, that sometimes even checking out, substance 

abuse, or our vices. We might also turn to something we would consider helpful, 

like venting to a friend. But, Scripture teaches us, that sometimes even our closest 

friends lack the wisdom and compassion that only our God can provide in our 

most dire circumstances (see Job chapters 8, 11, and 12). Our most helpful solu-

tion, is to turn to our Maker, the one who knows us better than ourselves. Our af-

flictions are not permanent; only God’s Kingdom is eternal. Jesus has gone before 

us and overcome the world (John 16:33) through His sacrifice and resurrection, 

and His acceptance of His Father’s plan. Jesus providing us to access to His Holy 

Spirit is the guarantee Paul speaks of in 2 Corinthians 5:5. Today, no matter your 

circumstances, rest knowing that we can overcome our trials and life’s challenges 

through walking alongside Jesus Christ, our Savior. Through His Holy Spirit, He 

is with us always. Are we always with Him? 

 

Prayer: Jesus, I want to walk with you in the steps you have laid before me. Re-

new my heart, mind, and soul and help me understand that your plan for my life is 

good even when things are challenging or overwhelming. Help me remember that 

your promises are true. I ask for more of Your Holy Spirit in my life to guide and 

comfort me in all that I do. 

 

Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Friday, March 29, 2019 
Submitted By: Kim Schultz 

Scripture: Psalm 32 

 

Today's Devotion: I chose this day to write my devotional because it is my birth-

day. When I read the Scripture associated with it, I was reminded how economical 

God can be.  Growing up at Media Presbyterian Church I was given a firm founda-

tion in God’s work and having attended youth group and Kirkwood camp each 

summer, I gained an awareness of the importance of fellowship and the value of 

prayer.  My faith has been growing since I accepted Jesus as my Savior at Kirk-

wood while I was in junior high and MPC has provided a wonderful place for that 

to happen. 

 

One of the transformational books I read when I young was Corrie Ten Boom’s 

The Hiding Place.  It helped shape my view of who God is and who He wants us 

to become.  In verse 7 of Psalm 32 we read “You are my hiding place; you will 

protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance.”  As I read 

this scripture remembered Corrie’s story, I came to the realization that in hiding us 

God is not giving us an escape from the trouble in a physical sense.  Neither 

should we be seeking a psychological escape from it. But as we are in the midst of 

the trouble, He hides us in a spiritual sense because we see and know His ultimate 

deliverance.  He is faithful and He is good. 

 

As a young person reading of the horrors Corrie and her sister, Betsie, faced it 

seemed impossible for them to endure and remain faithful to God.  Betsie’s  

unflappable kindness, even to her captures, was baffling. It was easier to  

understand Corrie’s struggle to remain faithful, but even that was a stretch.  As I 

grow and mature, I read this Scripture with a better understanding and find greater 

peace. In verse 10 we are promised that “the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the 

one who trusts in him” and that is where we need to hide.  Not as an escape but as 

a way to commune with the one who loves us completely, forgives us completely 

and gives us the strength to share that good news with this fallen world. 

 

Prayer: “Lord, help us to see You as our hiding place.  Grant us grace, so we 

don’t need “a bit or a bridle” to come to you.  You have the words of eternal life – 

where else should we go? Help us to seek and find you in troubles of this 

world.  Give us eyes to view those in trouble along side of us as You see them. 

Help us to show mercy that seems impossible so that others will see it is from 

You. Shine through us as we find our rest in You.” 



 

 

Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 30, 2019 
Submitted By: Janis Richards, Prayer Partner 

Scripture: Luke 15:1-10 

 

Today's Devotion: This passage is full of contrasts. First we see the Pharisees 

muttering to themselves about the tax collectors and sinners who have gathered 

around Jesus to hear him. The lost sinners feel cared for by Jesus, and they sense 

that Jesus knows their needs. The Pharisees keep their distance, not willing to 

compromise their purity for the souls of the lost. They do not realize that they are 

lost as well. 

 

To illustrate the joy experienced when a lost sinner repents, Jesus tells two par-

ables to his listeners. In The Parable of the Lost Sheep, the foolish sheep strays 

from the shepherd.  The shepherd, having an emotional as well as a financial in-

vestment in the sheep, goes to great lengths to find it and rejoices with friends and 

neighbors when it is found. Similarly, there is “more rejoicing in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to 

repent.” (vs.7) 



 

 

In The Parable of the Lost Coin, a woman who has ten silver coins loses one of 

them and searches desperately for it. Warren Wiersbe, in his Bible Exposition 

Commentary on this passage, says that, “when a Jewish girl married, she began to 

wear a headband of ten silver coins to signify that she was now a wife.” (p.233) 

Her celebration with friends and neighbors upon finding the lost coin is a joyous 

occasion. It would be comparable to us losing a wedding ring and then finding it. 

 

Wiersbe contends that “to be ‘found’ (saved) means that you are back in place 

(reconciled to God), back in service (life has a purpose), and out of danger. No 

wonder the shepherd and the woman rejoiced and invited their friends to rejoice 

with them!” (p.234) 

 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father,  Thank you for your tireless pursuit of our souls. 

Please give us eyes to see and ears to hear the needs of others. May we point them 

to you and rejoice with them when they come to know you as Lord and Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Sunday, March 31, 2019 
Scripture Readings: 

Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

 
Personal Reflections on Today's Sermon or Scripture: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Monday, April 1, 2019 
Submitted By: Susan Howe, Deacon 

Scripture: Leviticus 23:26-41 

 

Today's Devotion: How do you observe the sabbath?  Friends of mine observe the 

sabbath by walking to services and returning home to a meal prepared the day be-

fore.   A family member observes the sabbath by cantering at the church service 

each Sunday then going to the diner for brunch.  Another has an open invitation 

for pasta every Sunday evening with family. How do you observe the sabbath? 

How do you rest and feast? 

 

Many of us are always in motion, always busy, every second accounted for, every 

moment  scheduled. We schedule our own time plus our families’ time. We often 

eat on the run.  How often do you sit down for a meal? How often do you eat in 

front of the computer or phone? We do not schedule time to eat, let alone relax or 

rest. 

 

It may be  difficult to schedule time to rest into your day.  Have you ever tried to 

turn off your phone for a day, or even an hour? How many times have you been 

able to sleep in, nap, just breathe? We need  to integrate rest for our own self care. 

We need time to rest. 

 

Next Sunday, try to turn off your cell phone for a few hours.  Try to check your 

email only once a day. Turn off your alarm one morning.  Just be silent for several 

minutes each day. Sit down and eat a meal with your family. This may take some 

planning and it may take some time from something else, but it will be time well 

spent. 

 

Prayer: Lord, help us to make time to rest and feast.  Help us to stop and reflect, 

help us to schedule a time to relax, rest and just be.  In your name, Amen. 

 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Tuesday, April 2, 2019 
Submitted By: Eric MacDonald, Elder 

Scripture: Psalm 53 

 

Today's Devotion: Have you ever read William Golding’s Lord of the Flies? It is 

a classic novel that explores the nature of humankind and the evil that we do when 

not constrained by the norms of society. When I teach this book, I always com-

ment that Golding showed mercy to us, the readers, in having the boys finally res-

cued, as the ultimate trajectory of the boys’ foolishness would have led to the de-

struction of all of the boys and the entire island. I think Golding would agree with 

the author of Psalm 53 that, “...there is no one who does good.” I’m reminded of 

Romans 3:23, which says that we have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of 

God. We are all the “fools” of Psalm 53 at times. Lent is a time to remember that 

we are indeed, at our deepest roots, a sinful people. 

 

The author of the psalm laments, “O that deliverance for Israel would come from 

Zion! When God restores the fortunes of his people, Jacob will rejoice; Israel will 

be glad.” But, just as Advent is a time of repentance as we await the coming of our 

Lord, Lent is a time of repentance as we look forward to the celebration of the de-

liverance from God for which the Psalmist longed. Easter is the celebration of the 

gift of God’s grace. When we zoom out on Romans 3, we read: 

 

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is at-

tested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 

Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 

atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteous-

ness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 

committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that 

he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. (Emphasis added.) 

 

Because of Easter, we are no longer a people of Lent. We are no longer the fools 

of Psalm 53, but rather fools for Christ, justified by God’s grace. Let us rejoice and 

be glad! 

 

Prayer: I am reminded, Lord, during this season of Lent, of my foolishness. 

Thank you that through the gift of your grace I am justified in your sight. Help me 

to live my life thankful for that gift and help me to share it with others. Amen. 



 

 

Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Wednesday, April 3, 2019 

Scripture: 2 Kings 4:1-7  

 
Lectio Divina  (“Divine Reading”) is a traditional Benedictine practice of scriptural read-

ing, meditation and prayer intended to promote communion with God and to increase the 

knowledge of God’s word.  It does not treat scripture as texts to be studied, but as the liv-

ing word. 

 

Follow the four steps: 

 

1. Read the scripture; 

2. Meditate on the meaning of the scripture; 

3. Pray for God’s word to be revealed to you; 

4. Contemplate the Word of God and what message He might have for you. 
 

 

Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Thursday, April 4, 2019 
Submitted By: Dale Snead, Deacon 

Scripture: Isaiah 43:1-7 

 

Today's Devotion: This passage describes God' s unchangeable love for his peo-

ple. God' s favor and good-will to his people speak abundant comfort to all believ-

ers. The new creature, wherever it is, is of God' s forming. All who are redeemed 

with the blood of his Son, he has set apart for himself. Those that have God for 

them need not fear who or what can be against them. What are Egypt and Ethiopia, 

all their lives and treasures, compared with the blood of Christ? True believers are 

precious in God' s sight, his delight is in them, above any people. Though they 

went as through fire and water, yet, while they had God with them, they need fear 

no evil; they should be born up, and brought out. The faithful are encouraged. 

They were to be assembled from every quarter. And with this pleasing object in 

view, the prophet again dissuades them from anxious fears. 

 

Prayer: Dear Father, Thank you for loving us so incredibly completely and per-

sonally and for redeeming our sins with the blood of your son Jesus. We praise 

you above all and worship your holy name. Amen 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Friday, April 5, 2019 
Submitted By: Louise Naismith, Deacon 

Scripture: Psalm 126  

 

Today's Devotion: The Psalms are songs. Their lyrics were written long ago, but 

as with any good song, the lyrics are timeless and we can relate them to our lives 

today. But Psalm lyrics are so much more. They are part of God’s Word. That is 

why it is important to study them for instruction. The Book of Psalms is broken 

into five books which tell a three-part story of Israel’s redemption: monarchy,  

exile and return. Psalm 126 is in Book 5 which celebrates God’s mercy to  



 

 

the Israelites by delivering them from their Babylonian exile and restoring them to 

their homes. 

 

In Verse 1, the Jews were amazed at their freedom, it was so sudden! Were they 

dreaming? The surprise of it put them into such joyous ecstasy they could hardly 

contain themselves – “our mouths were filled with laughter and our tongues with 

singing.” (v.2) And their neighbors noticed, “The Lord has done great things for 

them.” (v.2) Read Verse 3 and substitute “me” for “us” and “I” for “we”. Are you 

filled with joy when you say this? Do your neighbors notice? 

 

Verses 4, 5, and 6 are prayers to God to complete His mercy as life’s daily chal-

lenges confront us. His promises are repeated for reassurance: “Those who sow 

with tears will reap with songs of joy.” (v.5) As we “go out weeping” (v.6) – for 

our own sins, for the sins of the church, and in tender sympathy with others’ suf-

fering – we must not forget that sorrowful times often lead us to repentance, prayer 

and humiliation. All of which brings us closer to God, which results in our “return 

with songs of joy.” (v.6) 

 

Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, your abundant mercy and steadfast love can sur-

prise us and lift us up filling our hearts with joy. Please help us to turn to you al-

ways, with thankful hearts, so we may recognize your love and bask in the warm 

glow of it, laughing and singing. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

Saturday, April 6, 2019 
Submitted By: Rachel Cavicchia, Elder 

Scripture: Psalm 126 

 

Today's Devotion: "...Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy..." 

 

I remember my brother telling me about an interview he had for medical 

school.  The interviewer asked him why he was smiling through the interview  



 

 

process. Here he was in a pressure situation and he could smile because he knew 

that the Lord was with him. 

 

As a Christian we do not need to dwell on the difficult and hard times life puts us 

through.  We have given our life to Christ and our lives do not need to be “a dry 

land.” We can sow in tears as we cry to Christ for help, forgiveness, guidance and 

strength for ourselves and others we care for.  The peace that comes from our time 

with Christ will bring us joy in the knowledge of His forgiveness and love. 

 

This joy can go with us in all the circumstances we face in life.  We can take this 

joy to others praying that they see Christ in us. We can show and tell them how 

Christ can be there for them and bring peace and joy in their time of trouble. 

 

Prayer: Lord may we cry out to you in our time of hardship and reap the joy in the 

knowledge that you have forgiven us and will always be with us.  May our lives be 

an example of the resulting peace we experience in your presence and may the joy 

we show help bring others to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Sunday, April 7, 2019 
Scripture Readings: 

Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8 

 
Personal Reflections on Today's Sermon or Readings: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Monday, April 8, 2019 
Scripture Readings: Hebrews 10:19-25  

 
Lectio Divina  (“Divine Reading”) is a traditional Benedictine practice of scriptural read-

ing, meditation and prayer intended to promote communion with God and to increase the 

knowledge of God’s word.  It does not treat scripture as texts to be studied, but as the liv-

ing word. 

 

Follow the four steps: 

 

1. Read the scripture; 

2. Meditate on the meaning of the scripture; 

3. Pray for God’s word to be revealed to you; 

4. Contemplate the Word of God and what message He might have for you. 

 

 

Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Tuesday, April 9, 2019 

Submitted By: Shirley Bishar, Spiritual Formation Committee 

Scripture: Judges 9:7-15 

 

Today's Devotion: The Parable of the Trees.  This passage was hard for me to un-

derstand at first because it puzzled me that the Trees were asked to reign over the 

people.  Each Tree refused to be the leader explaining why they must remain trees 

for the benefit of the people. Then I finally figured out Tree was used figuratively 

as a Person.  Each Person who was asked to lead over the People refused and gave 

excuses. Let us now think about what we would do in this situation. Oftentimes 

when we are asked to perform a task, our initial reaction is no, I am not able to do 

that.  We are quick to respond unfavorably thinking that we are not suited for this 

task. 



 

 

We must remember that God is by our side and He will help us achieve what we 

are asked to do.  He builds our confidence and reduces our fears. We are strength-

ened through Him. He makes us able to do all things that are asked of us. 

 

So, the Trees - or should I say, the Persons, should take a moment and think: Am I 

really incapable or have I not considered God’s presence in my life.  God is always 

present. He loves us so much and He will help us. 

 

Prayer: My prayer for today is that when we are faced with a challenging task, we 

should never run away from it, rather we should give it to God and ask for His 

help and guidance.  In Jesus name I pray, amen. 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Wednesday, April 10, 2019 
Submitted By: Linda Richardson, Deacon 

Scripture: Luke 18:31-34 

 

Today's Devotion: In today’s passage Luke’s travel log of Jesus’ trip to Jerusalem 

is reaching its final stages. Jesus knew exactly what awaited Him in Jerusalem. He 

knew the time was getting close for the prophecies to be fulfilled. 

 

Jesus was speaking to the apostles alone and tried to prepare them for the persecu-

tion, torture and crucifixion He is about to suffer; as well as His resurrection on the 

third day.  The apostles tried but could not understand. His best efforts can only 

give them words to remember and to put into perspective, for a later time—a time 

after he has been crucified and has been raised from the dead. Jesus' destiny in Je-

rusalem was simply incomprehensible to them. They had seen the good He had 

done. They had experienced His life-changing presence first hand. They believed 

Him to be the Messiah. How could God's Messiah be crucified? How could He be 

executed for the deeds of kindness He had performed and the words of truth He 

had spoken? 



 

 

We, on the other hand, must grasp this truth. Jesus is going to Jerusalem knowing 

full well what will happen. Yet He goes anyway, to honor God and to pay the price 

for our sin. We must not let this loving sacrifice be hidden from our hearts! 

 

Prayer: Lord, I thank you for going to the Cross knowing that it was coming and 

yet enduring it for the sake of my salvation. To you, O Lord, belong all glory, 

honor, blessing, and praise. Amen. 

 

 

Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Thursday, April 11, 2019 

Submitted By: Steve Buxton, Elder 

Scripture: Hebrews 2:1-9 

 

Today's Devotion: We do not know with certainty who wrote the “Letter to the 

Hebrews” in the New Testament.  However, whoever the human author was, we 

know the Holy Spirit was the power and the mind behind the “pen”.  This “letter” 

sets forth the case that the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross was a fulfillment 

and culmination of all the sacrifices offered prior to His coming.  It was a once and 

for all act which atoned for the sins of men and women in a way that the previous 

sacrifices of animals simply could never do. 

 

Jesus died to pay the price for every sin, of every man or woman, of every age, for 

evermore.  That is the Gospel, the good news. We cannot do anything to earn 

God’s favor or forgiveness, but the great news is that we don’t have to. Forgive-

ness comes as a free gift which we merely have to accept by means of faith in Je-

sus Christ.  God could not have made it more simple. 

 

The author of Hebrews here refers to those who neglect, ignore, or reject the free 

gift.  How can they “escape”? Can anyone stand before God apart from Christ’s 

atonement, on their own merits?  Not according to The Bible. 



 

 

Some say it’s not fair that God would make only one path to heaven.  However, 

given His holiness and our lack of it, isn’t it more astounding that He has made 

ANY path for sinful human beings to enter His presence?  What more could He 

have done than to send His only begotten Son to “taste death for everyone”? 

 

Grace is “unmerited” favor.  We do not deserve the blessings of God, the forgive-

ness of God, the favor of God.  Praise God for the grace He bestows on us. 

 

Prayer:  Thank you Lord for dying in my place.  Thank you for making a way for 

me to receive your blessings.  Thank you for the promise and sure hope of eternal 

life, secured by my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Friday, April 12, 2019 
Submitted By: Jean Furey, Elder 

Scripture: Isaiah 54:9-10 

 

Today’s Devotion:  Do you ever wonder where the moral compass of the world 

has gone? Sometimes I do.  Does it sometimes seem that we are now “in times like 

the days of Noah?” 

 

Do you hate to listen to the news?  It seems often I feel that way. But what a com-

fort to know that despite the ills of this world, God has made a promise of uncon-

ditional love to us.  His love is unfailing no matter what we do. Not shaken moun-

tains or hills removed can change the gift of His grace. How awesome is our God! 

 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, Thank you for the blessings of your unfailing love and 

your covenant of peace. As we face the trials and tribulations of our lives and our 

world, help us to remember your promise to us. Help us to be the kind of people 

that live up to that promise. Help us to keep the example of Your grace and cove-

nant in our relationships with others. Thank you for being such an awesome God. 

Amen 



 

 

Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 13, 2019 
Submitted By: Chad Sanford, Finance Committee 

Scripture: Luke 22:1-13 

 

Today’s Devotion:  In this passage, we see two parallel but very different prepara-

tions taking place: First, Judas is preparing the time and place of his betrayal of 

Jesus; Second, at the direction of Jesus, John and Peter are preparing the disciples' 

Passover celebration, the meal that will ultimately be the Last Supper. 

 

I try to imagine what that was like for the disciples. Here they are, getting ready 

for the Passover meal, excitedly making all the necessary preparations. Then, as 

they are sitting down and settling in to the meal, Jesus drops a bomb on them: 

“Yep, I am about to die and, oh yeah, one of you guys will betray me!” They an-

ticipated learning and following Him for years to come, not losing him in a matter 

of days.   

 

And what it must have been to be Judas, sitting at that table, knowing that you just 

came from meeting with Caiaphas and Annas (who I assume sounded and dressed 

exactly like Bob Bingham and Kurt Yaghjian in the film Jesus Christ Superstar), 

to betray Him. In what must have been a terrible struggle in his heart, between his 

love for Jesus and the voice of Satan himself, his treachery begins what culminates  



 

 

in Christ dying on the cross for our sins, thus paving the way for our salvation. 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, as we enter Holy Week, help me to appreciate Christ's 

ultimate sacrifice, taking away all of our sins; help me to walk in Jesus' footsteps, 

treating others with love, kindness, and compassion; and help me remember that 

You love me, even when I cannot love myself. It is in Your name that I pray. 

Amen. 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Sunday, April 14, 2019 
PALM SUNDAY 

Scripture Readings: 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Luke 19:28-40 

 
Personal Reflections on Today's Sermon or Readings: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Monday, April 15, 2019 
Submitted By: Louise Naismith, Deacon 

Scripture: John 12:1-11 

 

Today’s Devotion:  Here we have a very rich story about one of the last festive 

gatherings for Jesus before his crucifixion. A dinner given in Jesus’ honor at the 

home of Lazarus, Mary and Martha, three people who have a long and affectionate 

history with Jesus. (v.2) Judas Iscariot, who later betrays Jesus, a large crowd of 

Jews and the chief priests were also in attendance. All for different reasons. Once 

again, Martha is serving the crowd and Lazarus is enjoying Jesus’ company. (v.2) 

However, it is Mary who causes a stir. She pours a pint of very expensive perfume 

on Jesus’ feet and wipes his feet with her hair in a bold gesture of worship. This 

cannot go unnoticed because the fragrance fills the house. (v.3) She is chastised by 

Judas but justified by Jesus as he corrects Judas with “Leave her alone. It was in-

tended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial.” (v.7) Intended. 

Already part of the divine plan. Verses 4 through 6 tell of Judas Iscariot’s negative 

reaction to Mary’s worshipful act. He is angry. “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and 

the money given to the poor?” (v.5) Such righteous indignation! Yet, Verse 6 

gives us his true motive – greed. The large crowd of Jews have also gathered “not 

only because of [Jesus} but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the 

dead.” (v.9) Miracle gawking might be their motive. As for the chief priests? After 

witnessing the crowds who were drawn by Jesus and Lazarus they plotted to kill 

Lazarus as well as Jesus! (v.10 and 11) We should ask ourselves. How would I 

have fit in to this story? Would I be one to serve Jesus, like Martha? Enjoy Jesus, 

like Lazarus? Worship Jesus, like Mary? May God fill our hearts with truth so we 

can prayerfully change. 

 

Prayer: Our God in Heaven. You are the Almighty! You know our hearts through 

and through. Cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Send your Holy Spirit to dwell 

within us to guide and direct our thoughts and actions. May we forever love You 

and our neighbors as ourselves. In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Tuesday, April 16, 2019 
Submitted By: Stephan Menaldino, Prayer Partner 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

 

Today's Devotion: “Don’t let your intellect get in the way. Don’t think you’re so 

smart.” This is what I told my children to shock and challenge them. Then I would 

clarify. Above all seek “real” truth and don’t let your human intellectual prejudices 

blind you. If the “truth” does not lead you to Jesus Christ then don’t follow him. 

The Greeks addressed in this Corinthians passage were no different than us to-

day.They thought they were so darn smart that their arrogant intellect refused to 

open their mind. What are we to do then? We must trust Godly wisdom to shine 

through the open mind into a person’s soul. Yes it sounds simple but it can only 

happen to a sincerely open mind. 

 

Are we averse to such insight?  We must open our mind with a humble spirit so 

perhaps our earthly intellect finds that humiliating and demeaning to our  “self/

soul.” We want to be Lord and not servant. The irony is that we are demeaning 

ourselves by not expanding our intellect, allowing true Godly wisdom to take con-

trol. 

 

Prayer: Lord teach us to come to you with a truly open mind. Touch us with your 

divine wisdom. Help us to humble ourselves and listen quietly to your voice. 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday, April 17, 2019 
Submitted By: Elaine Fetterman, Deacon 

Scripture: John 13:21-32 

 

Today's Devotion: Judas was not the obvious betrayer of Jesus.  He was the treas-

urer. When Jesus told the disciples at the table that one of them would betray him, 

they all looked at each other wondering who Jesus was talking about.  The  



 

 

disciples asked Jesus whom he was talking about. Jesus replied “It is the one to 

whom I give the bread I dip in the bowl.” When he dipped it, he gave it to Judas. 

After eating the bread satan entered Judas and he left the room.  The question is 

why did Judas do it? He may have been disillusioned because Jesus was talking 

about dying rather than setting up his kingdom. He may have been trying to make 

Jesus use his powers to prove he was the Messiah or he may have no longer be-

lieved that Jesus was God’s chosen one.  Little did satan or Judas know that Jesus’ 

death was the most important part of God’s plan. 

 

Jesus knew exactly what was going to happen.  He knew about Judas and Peter but 

did nothing to change the situation.  He also did not stop caring for them. The 

same applies to us. He knows everything we will do that will hurt him, but he 

loves us anyway. 

 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, when I think of your willing sacrifice and all you’ve done for 

me, I cannot say “thank you” enough times.  Praise God! 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Thursday, April 18, 2019 
Submitted By: Dee Casner, Elder 

Scripture: John 13:34 

 

Today's Devotion: Most of us know the beginning of John: 13: 34.  A new  

commandment I give you:  Love one another.  But the verse goes on:  As I have 

loved you, so must you love one another.  Our culture says if you are smarter, 

richer, thinner, younger, prettier . . .   then we’ll love you. Jewelers suggest it 

comes with a sparkling diamond. Lexus and BMW say it’s a luxury car – with a 

giant bow on its roof.   

 

So, how does Jesus love us?  If we look back to vs 4 & 5, we see Jesus takes a 

towel and a basin of water and washes the disciples’ feet.  A servant job. He has  



 

 

surrendered His Glory and stepped into our messy world, eaten with outcast sin-

ners, touched ill, unclean bodies and experienced our pain and joy.  Very shortly, 

he will carry our sin to The Cross, paying the penalty. Jesus goes past our under-

standing of love. He accepts me, and you, just as we are. How can we accept oth-

ers  . . just as they are. It only happens when we let The Love of Christ flow into 

and then out of us. 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Thank you for your Love and Grace in my life.   Help me to 

see where you want me to serve for you today. Amen  

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Friday, April 19, 2019 
Submitted By: Steve Buxton 

Scripture: Isaiah 53:3-6 

 

Today's Devotion: This passage was written by the Old Testament Prophet Isaiah 

more than five centuries before the crucifixion of Jesus Christ that we remember 

today on Good Friday. Orthodox Jewish Synagogues today will read through the 

entirety of Hebrew Scriptures and skip over this passage, because it could be too 

“confusing” to the hearer.  Yet to us it is not confusing at all; it plainly states ex-

actly who Jesus was, what He did, and what it meant to us. 

 

The most empirically evident fact in all the world is the sinful nature of man-

kind.  As the prophet said, “All we like sheep have turned astray”. Can any human 

being deny this as a fact? 

 

It was on Friday of the Passion Week, during the Passover, while lambs were be-

ing sacrificed in the Temple to pay for the sins of the people that the Lamb of God 

was hanging on a cross.  It was then that the centuries-old prophecy was fulfilled, 

“He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities” . . . 

“and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all”. 



 

 

The people at the time were looking for a “deliverer” in the mold of Moses or 

David to rid them of the Romans.  For centuries the Jewish people had been a con-

quered people, with a series of overlords ruling over them. They thought the Mes-

siah would be that powerful conqueror who would drive out the foreign rulers and 

restore the nation. What they got was a Messiah who came to pay for their sins . . . 

and ours.  Little did they realize that this is what they, and we, needed most. 

 

The peace they sought in the land, was not the peace they most needed.  Jesus 

Christ was a deliverer indeed; “The chastisement for our peace was upon 

Him”.  The barrier which kept us from peace with God was broken down. The 

price we owed - He paid. 

 

So, on this Good Friday take the time to pause and remember the incredible sig-

nificance of what happened on the hill called Calvary.  Every sin you or I have 

committed or will commit was “laid on Him”. Every time we’ve thought, said or 

done something we shouldn’t it was “laid on Him. Every time we have failed to do 

what we should have, it was “laid on Him”. 

 

That’s what Good Friday is all about.  That’s what the Good News is. That’s what 

the Gospel is. 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, I admit that I am indeed a sinner.  I accept in faith that 

Jesus Christ died for my sins, all my sins, past, present and future.  I believe that 

the third day after the crucifixion He rose from the dead. I profess that Jesus Christ 

is my Lord and my Savior.  Amen.  

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Saturday, April 20, 2019 
Submitted By: Rev. Jonathan Fettig 

Scripture: John 19:38-42 

 

Today's Devotion: Today is the final day of Lent. The mocking and misery are 

over. The false trial, failure of friends, humiliation and pain of dying are done. Je-

sus has been fearfully and hurriedly placed in a convenient tomb. 

  

To all the world, it appeared like the story had ended in tragedy. Hosanna's needed 

only a week to become a murderous mob. Two secret disciples and none of his 

closest friends attended the hurried funeral. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, thank you that you have experience the fullness of our humanity. 

While I do not yet know it, you have descended into death. Like the grain of wheat 

that you talked about, you have been placed in the Earth soon to rise again bearing 

limitless fruit. 

 
Personal Reflections: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 



 

 


